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We are so proud
of everything we
have achieved
this term.
It has been very special
to finally be able to put
some of the exciting and
adventurous activities
back into our curriculum
and the children have
thoroughly enjoyed all
that they have
experienced and
achieved this term.
We hope you enjoy
sharing some of our
favourite successes.

Wishing you all a
very Happy Easter
and a relaxing break.

Tadpole Class Trip to Kenilworth
Castle 2nd March 2022
On Wednesday 2nd March the Tadpole class, along with
the year one children, went on a trip to Kenilworth Castle
as part of our exploring topic. We lined up in our groups
with our adult helpers to support us and we were all very
excited to be going on the bus. With seatbelts fastened,
we set off, singing songs, including the wheels on the bus
as well as playing games of I spy. On arrival at the castle
we were greeted by our guide called Jacob. He took us
on a tour of the castle, telling us about what life would
have been like in the past and setting us challenges to
find evidence in the castle ruins. Despite the weather, all
the children listened well and learnt lots of information
about castle life. By lunch time we were feeling a little
cold and wet so were happy to return to the café to sit
and eat our yummy lunches. After lunch we had a little
time to explore further by ourselves, climbing mounts and
pretending to be knights and princesses. The trip on the
bus back to school was made much more fun by us
sitting on the top deck, enjoying seeing our journey from
an elevated view. After a busy day we all felt pretty
exhausted, but it had been a fun and informative trip out
together.

Ducklings Exploring the Outdoors
The Ducklings have been busy enjoying the outdoors this term and learning all
about life cycles. We have dug the garden planted seeds and have watched our
tadpoles hatch from frogspawn.

Year 1 also went to Kenilworth castle as part of
their learning theme
‘Where Can we find Towers, Tunnels and Turrets?’
this term. The children
had a fantastic time despite the rain and they
impressed the tour guides
with how much they could remember about all the different parts of a castle. The children
loved getting to explore the castle and gardens and couldn’t’ believe how big a castle really
is! Year 1 spotted lots of arrow loops and pretended to be knights shooting arrows at the
enemies. The children really enjoyed getting to see the remains of the castles kitchen and

Year 2—Frogs
As part of our curriculum work, the
children have been investigating
the question 'How do we know
about dinosaurs when no one
has ever seen them?'.
The children have been finding out
what it is like to be a mini archaeologist and they have explored
patterns on fossils. They have also
spent time designing their own fossil and made these out of clay.
Our curriculum work has also involved learning all about Mary Anning and why she was so significant and
still is today. We have been finding out all about the amazing discoveries
that she made and how she wasn’t recognised for her work until after her
death. The children have really enjoyed this learning theme and have been
writing biographies about Mary Anning in their English work too.
Year 3
We have been getting excited about our Science topic this half term. We are studying plants and have so many questions
about how they grow!
So far we have investigated how water
is transported by observing the food
colouring travel through the celery. We
have also planted our own sunflower
seeds to re-cap learning from Year 2.
We were particularly intrigued by
whether there is a correct way up for
the seed to be planted. We had a very
lengthy discussion about whether the
seed has a brain, whether it is a living
thing and how it knows which way to
send the roots or the stem!
Keep an eye on our Class Dojo page
for more updates on our sunflower seeds growing.
At the beginning of March, Year 4 went on their residential visit to Beaumanor Hall.
This was our first residential trip since 2020 and, for some of the children, it was
their first time staying away from their parents. We spent two nights at Beaumanor
Hall and the children had the opportunity to take part in lots of exciting activities
which included, canoeing, rock climbing and hide a seek in the cellars. We were all
very proud of the
children for taking
on new challenges
and overcoming
their fears - every
child had a go at all
of the activities. It
was so nice for
them to be able to
do something
‘normal’ after the
challenges of the
last two years. The
children all had a
great time and
made some great
memories.

This term, Year 5 visited Beaumanor Hall as part of our Curriculum Learning Theme ‘What was it like to live as a Victorian?’. Whilst we were at Beaumanor, the children gained an insight into what it was like to live as Victorian children, completing tasks that Victorian children would have been asked
to do. They experienced ‘ironing’, washing clothes, dressing mannequins
and had a Victorian style lesson in a Victorian classroom. The children
loved the Victorian lesson in particular and had a fantastic day!
Year 6 had a brilliant time on
their PGL residential. They had
some fantastic experiences including: the giant swing, climbing activities and they even tried
canoeing. One of their favourite
memories surely must have
been when Mr Burton and Mrs
Turnbull ended up in the water!
We are incredibly proud of how
much resilience and perseverance they showed throughout
the week. It is great to have
them back at school! now they
have finally caught up on some
much needed sleep!

Sporting Successes!
This term our students have attended many sports events representing
the school. Our Year 3 and 4 sports
teams took part in a tag rugby festival and then later in the term won
the spirit of the games award at a
very snowy and cold South Leicestershire hockey tournament. Our
year 5 and 6 teams have been competing at TECC and finished 2nd in
both the girls’ football tournament
and the netball tournament and have
now qualified for the next netball
tournament stage! Our dodgeball
team finished 4th in the county finals, a brilliant achievement for our
first time competing in the competition!
Well done to everyone involved!

Staffing Updates
Mrs Dye will be leaving her teaching role at Easter to take up a new SENDCo
post. She will be remaining at Hallbrook as SENDCO for the summer term,.
Thank you Mrs Dye for all your work with Tadpoles!
Mr Garner has been promoted and will be leaving us to take up his new role
after Easter. Mr Garner has made a massive contribution to sports provision
at Hallbrook—thank you! We will miss you! Sports events will continue as
planned during the summer with a new sports coach joining us in the autumn.
Mrs Thirlby will be commencing her maternity leave shortly after the Easter
break and we send her our very best wishes as she takes some time to spend
with her family. Mrs. O’Boyle will be teaching with Mrs. Dawson in Year 2 for
the remainder of the year.
Mrs Porter will be joining us after Easter as our new Pastoral Support Assistant. She will be offering wellbeing and ELSA support as well as developing
our nurture provision. We are looking forward to welcoming her to the team!

Dates for the Summer Term
Week

1

Dates
th

25 April
nd

Events

Summer Term Begins

2

2 May
4th May
6th May

May Bank Holiday
2:00pm Parent Engagement Workshop 2
Y3 Swimming commences

3

9th May

Year 6 SATS Week

4

5

th

16 May
rd

23 May

Year 2 SATS Week

Jubilee Celebration Week – further details to follow
Half Term

6

6th June
7th June

Y1 Phonics Screen
Y4 Tables Check
2:00pm Parent Engagement Workshop 3

7

14th June
15th June
15th June

pm KS2 Sports Day
pm EY/KS1 Sports Day
6:00pm New Parents’ Meeting

8

21st/22nd June
22nd June

Reserve Sports Days
Year 6 Enhanced Transition visit to TECC

9

30th June
30th June
1st July

6pm Y6 Performance
Y2/3 Botanical Gardens
Reports out to parents

10

4th/ 5th July
4th July

Y6 transition and class swap days
6pm Leadership & Character Awards TECC
( Award winners will be invited)
End of Term (please note Thursday finish date!)

7th July

Term Dates 2022-23
Autumn Term
School Opens: Tuesday 30th August
Half Term: Monday 17th – Friday 21st October
School Closes: Friday 16th December

Spring Term
School Opens: Tuesday 3rd January
Half Term: Monday 20th – Friday 24th February
School Closes: Friday 31st March
Summer Term
School Opens: Monday 17th April
Bank Holiday: Monday 1st May
Half Term: Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June
School Closes: Wednesday 12th July

